ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A chafer comprising a support frame, a food service pan, a cover, a cover pivoting 
assembly, a cover mounting assembly and a cover damper assembly. The cover has a 
peripheral edge and is pivotably mounted on the support frame by the cover pivoting 
assembly. The support frame supports the pan under the cover. The cover mounting 
assembly releasably mounts the cover to the cover pivoting assembly to enable the cover 
to be pivoted about a horizontal axis from a fully closed position to an intermediate, partially 
open position and to a fully open position, and vice versa. The cover is arranged to be 
automatically held in the fully closed, partially open or fully open positions by the mere 
movement of the cover to any of those positions. 
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